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LC Life After Death: What Happens When We Die?

MODULE CODE: 39777
CREDIT VALUE: 20
ASSESSMENT METHOD: 1 x 2,000 word essay (50%)
1 x 2,000 word critical reflection (50%)
SEMESTER: 2
PRE-REQUISITE: None

DESCRIPTION
Life after death is a perennial interest but especially for religious communities. Who doesn’t want to know what happens when they die? And, for many, the whole point of being religious is in order to gain access to heaven. This class will look at the development of ideas about the afterlife in a variety of ancient and modern religions. It will look at how what people think about immortality is reflective of their social and cultural values, legislative and ethical systems, and social hierarchies. Examining what people say about life after death can tell us a great deal about how people respond to crisis and process grief; it reflects how various groups value (or not) gender, disability and race; and can tell us about our own anxieties about who we are and who we want to be.

