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[bookmark: _Toc244786709][bookmark: _Toc244787424]Level C: First year
[bookmark: _Toc244786710][bookmark: _Toc244787425]Landmarks in European Literature A & B (35103 / 35104)
	Module codes
	35103 / 35104

	Subject area
	Departmental-wide modules

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Natasha Rulyova (Sem 1) and Ruth Whittle (Sem 2)

	Assessment
	35103 LC Landmarks in European Literature A (Sem 1)
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%)
35104 LC Landmarks in European Literature B (Sem 2)
2000-word essay in English (100%). (100%).



Additional information
LC Landmarks in European Literature A &B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Description
35103 LC Landmarks in European Literature A (Sem 1)
This module introduces students to key texts in European literature across the early period (Renaissance to Enlightenment). Students will consider what it means to read texts in translation as well as read literature from two European cultures. The course is designed so as to bring out the critical links between the themes of the various texts and genres read in this course, e.g. the dimensions of the pastoral v the dimensions of the city, the representation of social change in literature and how texts deal with ‘gender’.
This course is for First-Year Students. Texts are being read in translation, and discussion will be in English.
35104 LC Landmarks in European Literature B (Sem 2)
This module introduces students to key texts in European literature from the Enlightenment to the early twentieth century. Students will consider what it means to read texts in translation as well as read literature from two European cultures. The course is designed so as to bring out the critical links between the themes of the various texts and genres read in this course, e.g. the dimensions of the pastoral v the dimensions of the city, the representation of social change in literature; how texts deal with ‘gender’ and the perception of East v West. This course is for First-Year Students. Texts are being read in translation, and discussion will be in English.
[bookmark: _Toc244786711][bookmark: _Toc244787426]Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A & B (31909 / 31910)
	Module codes
	31909 / 31910

	Subject area
	French Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5-minute oral presentation in English to be delivered as part of a group project (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5 minute recorded presentation in English per student (50%)
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) B
1 x 2-hour translation exam in May/June made up of 1 translation into French and 1 translation into English, weighted equally (100%). No dictionary is allowed in the exam.
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.



Additional information
This module is compulsory for Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students whose main degree programme in their University abroad focuses primarily on English. It is optional for other Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students specialising in English at their University abroad.
Incoming Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10cr modules (A&B).
Description
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) A
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to journalistic texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency. Aural comprehension work will develop the ability to understand in detail, and summarise audio-visual materials. Oral expression will be enhanced by practising the skills involved in making presentations to the whole class on aspects of British civilisation researched through group projects.
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Applied Languages Specialism) B
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to journalistic texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency.
[bookmark: _Toc244786712][bookmark: _Toc244787427]Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A & B (31911 / 31912)
	Module codes
	31911 / 31912

	Subject area
	French Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5-minute oral presentation in English to be delivered as part of a group project (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Film analysis in English, 600 words, (50%)
1 x 5 minute recorded presentation in English per student (50%)
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) B
1 x 2-hour translation exam in May/June made up of 1 translation into French and 1 translation into English, weighted equally (100%). No dictionary is allowed in the exam.
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers



Additional information
This module is compulsory for Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students whose main degree programme in their University abroad focuses primarily on English. It is optional for other Francophone Erasmus and Exchange students specialising in English at their University abroad.
Incoming Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10cr modules (A&B).
Description
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) A
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to narrative/descriptive texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency. Aural comprehension work will develop the ability to understand in detail, and summarise audio-visual materials. Oral expression will be enhanced by practising the skills involved in making presentations to the whole class on aspects of British civilisation researched through group projects.
LC Transferring Meaning and Culture (Literary Specialism) B
Translation into and from the target language (English) will be practised with reference to narrative/descriptive texts of an intellectually challenging nature. Vocabulary and grammar exercises will be used to enhance written proficiency.
[bookmark: _Toc244786713][bookmark: _Toc244787428]Occupation, Liberation, Innovation: France and its people in film and writing A & B (35105 / 35106)
	Module codes
	35105 / 35106

	Subject area
	French Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Nicholas Hunter (Sem 1) and Sarah Fishwick (Sem 2)

	Assessment
	35105 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A (Sem 1)
1 x 2000 word assignment in English (100%)
35106 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation B (Sem 2)
1 x 2000 word assignment in English (100%)



Additional information
LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Description
35105 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation A (Sem 1)
This module examines how France and its people are represented across various written and audio-visual genres. Student-led seminars supported by lectures will focus on a diverse range of innovative texts produced at historically and /or culturally significant moments. The module will begin with texts / film produced during and in response to the traumatic period of the Occupation of France and its Liberation. Students will encounter relevant historical documents including audio-visual and visual material and investigate the tensions and debates from which the texts emerged and to which they contribute. They will then begin to examine how "innovation" can also mean rethinking the status of cultural artefacts/texts as they become liberated from dominant modes of thinking about them, in newer social contexts. This will build on material encountered in the Core and help them to interrogate representations of France and Frenchness. Students will be helped to familiarise themselves with appropriate critical terminology and develop their research, presentational and close analysis skills.
35106 LC Occupation, Liberation, Innovation B (Sem 2)
This module offers further discussion of issues of cultural representation across a wider range of genres. Moving beyond the period of the Occupation, lectures and seminars will focus on a diverse range of innovative texts / films produced at historically and /or culturally significant moments, and explore further how artistic / creative / cultural practices have drawn both on events in the recent and less recent past, and on the innovations of earlier canonical works. The module will invite students to consider how "innovation" can also mean rethinking the status of cultural artefacts/texts as they become liberated from dominant modes of thinking about them, in newer social contexts This will build on material encountered in the Core and help them to develop their examination of representations of France and Frenchness further. Students will refine their knowledge of appropriate critical terminology and further develop their research, presentational and close analysis skills.
[bookmark: _Toc244786714][bookmark: _Toc244787429]Visions of Italy: through music & on paper and screen (41738 / 41739)
	Module codes
	41738 / 41739

	Subject area
	Italian Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Paola Cori

	Assessment
	41738 LC Visions of Italy: through music (Sem 1)
1 essay of 2000 words in English (100%)
41739 LC Visions of Italy: on paper and screen (Sem 2)
1 essay of 2000 words in English (100%)



Additional information
LC Visions of Italy A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, Italian cannot be combined with Japanese or Russian.
Description
41738 LC Visions of Italy: through music (Sem 1)
This introductory module aims at offering Beginners students the essential foundation for a critical understanding of the cultural context of today’s Italy. Not only will music be used as a pedagogical instrument to facilitate students’ emotional understanding, memorisation, and pronunciation, but also to spark intellectual curiosity and personal research, on the cultural issues reflected. Musical texts (ranging from the national anthem, operatic arias up to contemporary rap songs) will be used to contextualise the most relevant cultural issues against their historical background (from the formation of the Italian Kingdom to today’s political landscape). Listening and enjoying music will translate into linguistic enhancement and real, deeper cultural awareness.
41739 LC Visions of Italy: on paper and screen (Sem 2)
In this introductory module, targeted at Beginners students, historical and contemporary political and societal issues will be explored through a close reading and a critical interpretation of a variety of written and cinematic texts. Students will enjoy, both in the original and in translation, excerpts from historical novels and other works of narrative dealing with crucial events of Italian history as a way to consolidate their understanding of the Italian cultural heritage and its relevance in the contemporary context. They will then compare how the original narrative has been translated into film. Through reading the written page and critically appreciate its cinematic adaptation, students will familiarise themselves with the most prominent works of literature and the most iconic Italian cinematic masterpieces of international acclaim.
[bookmark: _Toc244786715][bookmark: _Toc244787430]Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world (41787)
	Module code
	41787

	Subject area
	Portuguese Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2 (Full year)

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Emanuelle Rodrigues Dos Santos

	Assessment
	41787 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world (Full year)
1 x15 minutes individual presentation in English (50%) [normally Semester 1]
1 x 2000 word essay in English (50%) [normally Semester 2]
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform
41788 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world A (Sem 1)
1 x15 minutes individual presentation in English (100%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted via an online platform
Semester 2: 41789 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world B
1 x 2000 word essay in English (100%)



For single semester Exchange students, the following 10 credit modules are available:
Semester 1: 41788 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world A
Semester 2: 41789 LC Environment, Sustainability and Development in the Portuguese-speaking world B
Additional information
A 20-credit module is available to full year Exchange students.
A 10-credit module is available to single-semester Exchange students.
For timetabling reasons, Portuguese cannot be combined with Mandarin Chinese or German.
Description
This module introduces students to the transcontinental space of the Portuguese-speaking world through an environmental lens. Departing from its origins as a contact zone between Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas in the advent of modernity, the module will explore how the diverse cultures of this transnational region – largely situated in today’s resource-rich and biodiverse parts of the Global South – register changing notions of environment, sustainability and development that are key in contemporary debates about the future of our planet.
Students will engage with a variety of historical contexts, critical concepts and cultural artefacts, including literature, music, film and visual art from different parts of the Portuguese-speaking world. Topics explored may include:
Modernity and the separation of human and nature.
Colonial extractivism and its structural legacies.
Race, racism and resistance.
The dis/able body and labour.
Gender, sex and economic systems.
Anti-colonial struggle, self-determination and utopia.
Postcolonial agency and visions of development.
Sustainability, justice and futurity..
[bookmark: _Toc244786716]

[bookmark: _Toc244787431]Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation & Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife (41790 / 41791)
	Module codes
	41790 / 41791

	Subject area
	Russian Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Natasha Rulyova

	Assessment
	41790 LC Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation (Sem 1)
Individual project in English (2000 words or equivalent) (100%)
41791 LC Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife (Sem 2)
Individual project in English (2000 words or equivalent) (100%)



Additional information
LC Roots of the Rus' & LC Red Lives are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, Russian cannot be combined with Italian or Japanese.
Description
41790 LC Roots of the Rus': Language, Culture, and Civilisation (Sem 1)
This interdisciplinary module introduces students to the early cultural history of the Rus’ and broader East Slavic world, from pre-Christian tribal societies to the consolidation of Christian statehood in Kievan Rus’. We explore the formation of Slavic identity through language, religion, mythology, and oral tradition, tracing how these foundations continue to shape Russian culture.
Key themes include the development of the Cyrillic alphabet, the legacy of Cyril and Methodius, the Christianisation of the Rus’ in 988, and the coexistence of Christian and pagan worldviews (двоеверие). The course also examines the rich tapestry of early East Slavic folklore, including epic byliny, fairy tales (skazki), and ritual songs that reveal the symbolic universe of medieval Slavic communities.
Topics may include:
Early Slavic tribes and pre-Christian cosmologies
Cyril and Methodius and the birth of the Cyrillic script
The Baptism of Rus’ and religious transformation
Dual belief (двоеверие) and pagan survivals
Christianity, monasticism, and sacred literacy
Folklore, oral tradition, and the world of byliny
Fairy tales, magic, and cultural archetypes in medieval Rus’
Language, memory, and the making of cultural identity.
41791 LC Red Lives: A Cultural History of Soviet Life and Its Afterlife (Sem 2)
This module explores everyday life, identity, and representation in the Soviet Union and its post-Soviet legacies. From communal flats to the collective imagination, students will examine how Soviet citizens were shaped by – and resisted – ideological, spatial, and cultural structures. Topics include Soviet conceptions of femininity and masculinity, childhood and youth, the role of art and propaganda, housing and domestic life, and the trauma of the GULAG system.
We will engage with literature, film, visual art, and oral histories to trace the evolution of the Soviet subject and explore how these themes echo in contemporary post-Soviet culture, from chernukha cinema to sots-art and beyond.
Themes may include:
Soviet women and gender ideals
Soviet masculinities and military culture
Growing up Soviet: childhood, play, and education
Housing the people: communal life and private space
GULAG memory and memorialisation
Soviet and post-Soviet film, art, and material culture
The everyday and the extraordinary in late socialism
Afterlives of the USSR in modern Russia and beyond.
[bookmark: _Toc244786717]

[bookmark: _Toc244787432]Latin American Histories and Cultures A & B (42023 / 42024)
	Module codes
	42023 / 42024

	Subject area
	Spanish Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Antonio Sanchez

	Assessment
	42023 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A (Sem 1)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30%
42024 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures B (Sem 2)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30%



Additional information
LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Description
42023 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures A (Sem 1)
The module will develop the students’ historical understanding of processes of decolonisation and nation-formation through exploration of selected historical material related to the processes of independence and nation-building in Latin America throughout the nineteenth century until the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution.
42024 LC Latin American Histories and Cultures B (Sem 2)
The module will develop students’ understanding of the main historical developments relating to the incorporation of Latin American countries to global markets, the emergence of mass politics and the effects of the geopolitics of the Cold War in the region until the end of the twentieth century.
[bookmark: _Toc244786718][bookmark: _Toc244787433]Hispanic Visual Cultures A & B (41736 / 41737)
	Module codes
	41736 / 41737

	Subject area
	Spanish Studies

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10+10

	Convenor
	Jules Whicker

	Assessment
	41736 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A (Sem 1)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30%
41737 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures B (Sem 2)
Essay in English 70% (1,500 words)
Video presentation (7 minutes) in English on Canvas 30%



Additional information
LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Description
41736 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures A (Sem 1)
The module will provide an introduction to visual culture in the Hispanic world across the last 5 centuries. In the process it will explore the evolution of visual practices at pivotal historical moments, and how these practices may shape and reshape notions of Hispanic identity. Selected texts in a variety of visual media will address these notions in Iberian and/or Transatlantic contexts.
41737 LC Hispanic Visual Cultures B (Sem 2)
The module will develop students’ understanding of visual culture in the Hispanic world through exploration of selected themes that invite the identification of connections across that world. In the process it will consider how visual practices can negotiate notions of labelling and the politics of identity. Selected texts in a variety of visual media will address these notions in Iberian and/or Transatlantic contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc244786719][bookmark: _Toc244787434]Level I: Second year
[bookmark: _Toc244786720][bookmark: _Toc244787435]Language and Power (39282)
	Module code
	39282

	Subject area
	Departmental-wide modules

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Alice Corr and Emanuelle Santos

	Assessment
	1 x portfolio of evidence of learning (3,500 word-equivalent), in English (100%)



Description
This module fosters students’ ability to identify and articulate the relationship between, and conflation of, language and power. Through a transdisciplinary approach combining the applied study of linguistics and linguistic anthropology, postcolonial critical thought, and cultural analysis, we will encounter different languages around the world, situating language and power relations in historical and geopolitical terms. Focusing mainly on issues of contact and difference in terms of linguistic, social and cultural systems, we will identify and deconstruct pre- and misconceptions surrounding how language is used to exert and react to power, learning to challenge the fetishization of peoples and languages and their sociocultural and linguistic identities. Throughout, we will combine theory with reflective practice to better understand how language and culture are used as a tool for domination, leading students to critically reassess their own position in this transnational process as language users endowed with agency.
[bookmark: _Toc244786721]

[bookmark: _Toc244787436]Beginners Catalan Language A & B (33737 / 33745)
	Module codes
	33737 / 33745

	Subject area
	Catalan Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Convenor
	Elisenda Marcer

	Assessment
	LI Beginners Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
300-words digital or cultural project in English followed by a 5 minutes oral presentation in Catalan on the poster (50%)
1 hour Grammar class test (50%)
LI Beginners Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
2- hour written examination (50%)
Oral-aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
LI Beginners Catalan Language A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Description
LI Beginners Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
The three weekly hours are distributed between communicative language and grammar classes (2 hours per week) and a parallel cultural hour to develop comprehension and to provide an introduction to Catalan culture by using historical, literary and cultural texts. Direct training in language, oral presentation and intermediate digital skills will be taught across these three hours.
LI Beginners Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
The three weekly hours are distributed between communicative language and grammar classes (2 hours per week) and a parallel translation hour to develop sophisticated translation strategies and to provide an introduction to Catalan culture by using historical, literary and cultural texts. Direct training in an intermediate level of aural and oral skills will be taught across these three hours.
Students will also have the opportunity to achieve an extra qualification to increase their employability by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham.
[bookmark: _Toc244786722][bookmark: _Toc244787437]Mandarin Chinese Language Intermediate II (26169)
	Module code
	26169

	Subject area
	Mandarin Chinese Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	One 2-hour written exam comprising grammar, reading and writing (50%)
One 20-minute aural and oral assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 1.
Description
This course aims at the upper-intermediate learners and will further consolidate, develop, and extend listening, speaking, reading and writing skills acquired at the previous course. More complex structures of Chinese will be taught and students are expected to cope with a variety of less predictable real-life situations and a large amount of Chinese characters/words will also be taught throughout the course.
Some intensive briefings will be conducted to help students with the China Year Abroad preparation.
Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group / pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings, use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
[bookmark: _Toc244786723][bookmark: _Toc244787438]Global French: Communities, Politics and International Relations (39278)
	Module code
	39278

	Subject area
	French Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Craig Blunt / Berny Sèbe

	Assessment
	1 x 3500-word essay in English (100%)



Additional information
For timetabling reasons, French modules cannot be combined with Catalan modules.
Description
This module explores the ways in which communities around the world communicate, cooperate and interact with each other using the French language. In addition to examining the legacy of Empire and France’s place in the world, students will investigate the complexities, tensions and ambiguities of the Francophone postcolonial world as seen from the perspective of metropolitan France (and Belgium), and from former colonies and overseas territories.
The module will typically be based around 3-4 topics, for example:
Remembering the colonial past
Minorities in the Francophone world
French diplomacy and postcolonial relations
‘Soft power’ and managing the Francophone family
Students will explore key texts, audio-visual material and scholarly articles. The module will introduce students to key aspects of each topic and provide them with the opportunity to undertake short presentations on the chosen topic as well as to engage in discussion and debate on questions which remain divisive within France and the Francophone world.
[bookmark: _Toc244786724]

[bookmark: _Toc244787439]Cultures of Protest and Terror in West Germany, 1967-1977 (39273)
	Module code
	39273

	Subject area
	German Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Nick Martin

	Assessment
	Essay of 3,500 words in English (100%)



Additional information
This module is available to Exchange students with at least level B1 (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) in German.
For timetabling reasons German modules cannot be combined with Portuguese modules.
Description
The module explores the history, politics and cultural memory of the West German student movement and its violent offshoot, the Rote Armee Fraktion (RAF) aka the Baader-Meinhof Group, during the period 1967–1977. Materials studied will include contemporary media reports, terrorist manifestos and communiqués, a selection of documentary and feature films as well as (semi-) fictional writings by various authors on protest and terror in West Germany.
The classes will be taught in a mixture of English and German
[bookmark: _Toc244786725]

[bookmark: _Toc244787440]Italian Core IV – Advanced: Icons of Italy (30223)
	Module code
	30223

	Subject area
	Italian Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	10

	Assessment
	1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes.
Description
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in an Italian-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc244786726][bookmark: _Toc244787441]Italian Core IV – Intermediate: Icons of Italy (30135)
	Module code
	30135

	Subject area
	Italian Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	10

	Assessment
	1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Description
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Italian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in an Italian-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc244786727][bookmark: _Toc244787442]Exploring Italian cities: texts and contexts (41722)
	Module code
	41722

	Subject area
	Italian Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Paolo De Ventura

	Assessment
	10-minute oral in-class presentation in English (25%)
2,000-word Written Essay in English (75%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: live oral assessments will be conducted online.



Additional information
For timetabling reasons Italian modules cannot be combined with Russian modules.
Description
Cities have their own characters, a character built in their architecture, developed in their history, celebrated in literary, cinematic and musical texts. The exploration of these texts (chosen from a variety of sources and media, and from different historical periods) will engage the students in a formative path of understanding, discovery and appreciation of what makes the Italian culture unique in the contemporary context. Students will be encouraged to find their own ways of exploration according to their interests and skills, making significant stops in the most iconic features of the cultural and architectural cityscapes, researching on them and sharing their findings in class. This module will offer the opportunity for deeper understanding, individual research and critical discussion. This virtual journey through Italian cities will provide the students with the necessary knowledge and the cultural awareness to make the most of, and fully enjoy, their actual explorations during their Year Abroad and/or their future trips to the “Bel Paese”.
[bookmark: _Toc244786728]

[bookmark: _Toc244787443]Japanese Language Intermediate II (26156)
	Module code
	26156

	Subject area
	Japanese Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	One 2-hour written exam comprising grammar, reading and writing (50%)
One 20-minute aural and oral assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 7 hours per week in Semester 2.
Description
This module will build up the knowledge acquired in Intensive Japanese Language Intermediate I by developing further skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. You will acquire a high level of competence in written and oral language including debating skills on less common topics. Structured language will be taught in the context of situations and personalised topics and you will begin to cope with a variety of less predictable real life situations. The concept of Keigo (respect form and humble form) will be introduced.
You will learn further 100 Kanji throughout the course.
You will be given the opportunity to work in a group as well as individually.
The course will also aim to equip you with the ability to access the language autonomously.
[bookmark: _Toc244786729][bookmark: _Toc244787444]Portuguese Core IV – Intermediate: Transatlantic Exchanges (30136)
	Module code
	30136

	Subject area
	Portuguese Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	10

	Assessment
	1 hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Portuguese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Portuguese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Portuguese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Description
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Portuguese and Lusophone studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within Portuguese language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness, with specific reference to living and working or studying in a Portuguese-speaking country. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc244786730][bookmark: _Toc244787445]Russian Core IV – Intermediate: Understanding Russia and the Russians (30138)
	Module code
	30138

	Subject area
	Russian Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	2-hour exam (50%)
Oral/aural assessment (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Russian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Russian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Russian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 6 hours per week in Semester 2.
Description
This module presents a fusion of linguistic competencies and content analysis to allow students to continue developing a depth and breadth of subject expertise within Russian studies and explaining the significance and relevance of that knowledge. In place of the traditional separation between language and content in Modern Languages curricula, and through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise within the Russian language in conjunction with a consistent focus on cultural awareness and analysis, with specific reference to living and working or studying in Russia. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous Core modules to prepare students for everyday interactions in the country concerned, by enabling them to acquire a sophisticated understanding of relevant aspects of the target culture. Students will have regular opportunities to use technology to understand language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc244786731][bookmark: _Toc244787446]Mexican and Chicano Art in the Twentieth Century: Revolution and Beyond (39284)
	Module code
	39284

	Subject area
	Spanish Studies

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Lucy O’Sullivan

	Assessment
	1 x 250-word exhibition-style description of a specific artwork in English to be submitted on CANVAS (20%)
1 x 2500-word essay in English to be submitted on CANVAS (80%)



Additional information
This module is available to Exchange students with the appropriate knowledge of Spanish.
Description
This module examines the artists and artworks that have shaped the visual cultures of Mexico and the Mexican diaspora during the twentieth century. Examining key visual works from the 1920s to the 1990s, it will explore how visual art has been used by artists of Mexican origin and descent as a tool to consolidate and challenge certain models of political, racial and gender identity across time and space. It will highlight the broader historical significance of visual representation in Mexico since the period of the Conquest and examine specific modern artworks in the context of key political developments such as the Mexican Revolution (1910-1917) and the Chicano Movement (El Movimiento) (1960s-1990s). This course will expand students? knowledge of concepts explored in the Core module such as mestizaje, migration and Latino cultures, the legacies of colonialism and the art of Frida Kahlo.
[bookmark: _Toc244786732][bookmark: _Toc244787447]Level H: Final year
[bookmark: _Toc244786733][bookmark: _Toc244787448]Back to the Future? Hidden Histories and Utopian Possibilities, 1800-present (34928)
	Module code
	34928

	Subject area
	Departmental-wide modules

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Isobel Palmer

	Assessment
	Assignment 1: a creative assignment in English (40% of the mark).
The creative assignment has two components:
1) a piece of creative work. This should take one of the following forms:
a) a text of up to 500 words (e.g., a utopian manifesto, song lyrics, a poem or another creative text);
b) a podcast or video of no more than 5-7 minutes (e.g., an interview, a musical piece or sound installation, a role play);
c) an image (e.g. a drawing, a political poster, a collage, or a different creative image).
2) evidence of creative research, to include: a project proposal (max. 200 words) AND a short reflective piece (max. 500 words) AND an annotated bibliography (3-5 sources). These formats will be described in more detail during class sessions. The purpose of this component is to document and reflect upon the creative research process and your chosen approach.
Assignment 2: A 2500-word essay in English (60% of the mark).



Additional information
For timetabling reasons, 34928 LH Back to the Future? cannot be combined with any LH French optional modules.
Description
It is a truism that history is written by the victors - however, recent attempts to decolonise and expand the curriculum are questioning that very assumption and practice. This course introduces students to important events and ideas that have been excluded from the historical canon and provides them with theoretical and methodological tools to analyse their cultural legacy and critical potential.
Taught by colleagues from across the Department, the course covers multiple disciplines and extends across times, places and identities. Based on an engagement with models of historiography and utopian theory, as well as case studies from a range of cultural and linguistic contexts, we will explore how radical movements in the past and present have used language, images, historical references, political ideas, and the imagination to address the urgent socio-political problems of their respective times and work towards the world they want to live in. Creative group work activities and a creative assignment allow students to think outside the box and develop transferable skills that are required for jobs in creative industries (e.g. film, radio, publishing, and advertising).
[bookmark: _Toc244786734][bookmark: _Toc244787449]Intermediate Catalan Language A & B (33753 / 33754)
	Module codes
	33753 / 33754

	Subject area
	Catalan Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Convenor
	Elisenda Marcer

	Assessment
	LH Intermediate Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
1 piece of assessed translation (800 words) (50%)
Critical exercise of 1000 words in English or Catalan (50%)
LH Intermediate Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
1.5 hour written exam (50%)
Oral-aural examination (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: 
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.





Additional information
LH Intermediate Catalan Language A & LH Intermediate Catalan Language B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Students must have passed Beginners Catalan Language or hold the appropriate level of Catalan. 
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Description
LH Intermediate Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
The intermediate Catalan Course focuses on expanding language skills acquired in Beginners Catalan, and particularly on consolidating grammar knowledge and further developing oral, written and translation skills. The course will also provide an introduction to the study of Catalan visual culture and literature, through an overview of the most important modern and contemporary artists and writers. 
LH Intermediate Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
The intermediate Catalan Course focuses on expanding language skills acquired in Beginners Catalan, and particularly on consolidating grammar knowledge and further developing oral, written and translation skills. The course will also expose students to interpreting and consecutive translation exercises by using role play and authentic materials.
Students will also have the opportunity to improve their employability by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham.


[bookmark: _Toc244787450]Advanced Catalan Language A & B (33755 / 33757)
	Module codes
	33755 / 33757

	Subject area
	Catalan Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Convenor
	Elisenda Marcer

	Assessment
	LH Advanced Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
2 translation pieces of 500 words each (50%)
2 pieces of continuous assessment in Catalan of 250- words each (25%)
Oral-aural examination (25%)
LH Advanced Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
1.5 hour written examination (50%)
Oral/Aural examination (35%)
Translation Handbook (15%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted:
Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers. If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



Additional information
LH Advanced Catalan Language A & B are co-requisites and both modules must be taken if studying for the full year.
Students must have passed Intermediate Catalan Language or hold the appropriate level of Catalan.
For timetabling reasons, Catalan modules cannot be combined with French modules.
Description
The student will also have the opportunity to achieve an extra qualification by taking the International Catalan Certificate issued by the Institut Ramon Llull and held at the University of Birmingham
LH Advanced Catalan Language A (Sem 1)
Three hours per week, all primarily in the target language, covering advanced grammar, translation, stylistics and oral and written production. Emphasis will be placed on learning advanced formal registers in written and oral outputs.
LH Advanced Catalan Language B (Sem 2)
Three hours per week, all primarily in the target language, covering advanced grammar, translation, stylistics and oral and written production. Emphasis will be placed on developing advanced translation strategies.

[bookmark: _Toc244786735]

[bookmark: _Toc244787451]Contemporary Chinese Language and Business Culture Advanced II (41386)
	Module code
	41386

	Subject area
	Mandarin Chinese Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	One 10-minute oral presentation (with supporting written/visual aids), including a 2-minute Q&A section in Mandarin Chinese (50%);
and the presentation written script (50%).
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online (50%).



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Chinese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Chinese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed. Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Chinese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week.
Description
This module aims at the more advanced level and extends receptive and productive skills to a more sophisticated level. Learning strategies and study methods will be developed to increase independent learning. Students will be exposed to a variety of different types of written texts. It will teach students to critically analyse written Chinese and to develop their comprehension skills by reading different styles of writing. It also aims to enhance students’ ability to express themselves in writing in Chinese through work on a range of contemporary topics.
Students will be given opportunities to work in a group as well as individually. Teaching is through practical language classes involving both whole-group and small group / pair-work activities with emphasis on communicative settings, use of visual aids and audio/video materials from the internet where appropriate.
The course will also aim to equip students with the ability to access the language autonomously.
[bookmark: _Toc244786736][bookmark: _Toc244787452]Francophone Caribbean Literature and Film (37656)
	Module code
	37656

	Subject area
	French Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Louise Hardwick

	Assessment
	1 essay of 3,500 words in English (100%)



Additional information
This module is available to Exchange students with a good level of French.
For timetabling reasons, 37656 LH Francophone Caribbean Literature and Film cannot be combined with 34928 LH Back to the Future.
Description
This module examines literature and visual culture from the Francophone Caribbean. It introduces the political, geographic and historical status of the islands, analysing their relationship to metropolitan France through close consideration of major texts and films by authors such as Aimé Césaire, Joseph Zobel, Euzhan Palcy, Maryse Condé and Patrick Chamoiseau. These works explore issues such as métissage, race and racism; bilingualism (French/Creole); slavery and gender. The cultural movements of Négritude, Antillanité and Créolité will also be discussed. Students will also be introduced to key concepts of postcolonial theory.
[bookmark: _Toc244786737][bookmark: _Toc244787453]Italian Core VI – Language and Contexts & VII – Language and Contexts (33719 / 33722)
	Module codes
	33719 / 33722

	Subject area
	Italian Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	The assessment for modules 33719 and 33722 is linked.
500-word coursework written exercise in Italian (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
500-word coursework written exercise in Italian (50%)
10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
2-hour exam (50%)
10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Italian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Italian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Italian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week each semester.
Description
LH Italian Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Italian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Italian-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Italian.
LH Italian Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Italian studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Italian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Italian-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Italian in guided writing exercises.
[bookmark: _Toc244786738]

[bookmark: _Toc244787454]Japanese Language Advanced II (20694)
	Module code
	20694

	Subject area
	Japanese Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	Oral-aural exercise (with supporting written/visual aids) (50%)
Two-hour reading and writing exam (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online. Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers.



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Japanese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Japanese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Japanese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 4 hours per week in Semester 2.
Description
This module builds on the knowledge acquired during a study abroad period in Japan. It will teach students to critically analyse written Japanese and to develop their comprehension skills by reading different styles of writing. This module also aims to enhance students’ ability to express themselves in written Japanese on the topics read or given.
[bookmark: _Toc244786739]

[bookmark: _Toc244787455]Thinking Otherwise: Decolonial Approaches to Contemporary Thought and Culture (34910)
	Module code
	34910

	Subject area
	Portuguese Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Emanuelle Rodrigues Dos Santos

	Assessment
	30% Critical/reflective essay in English (1,500 words)
70% Critical essay in English (3,000 words)



Additional information
For timetabling reasons Portuguese modules cannot be combined with German modules.
Description
This module offers students the opportunity to build on their critical skills accumulated over the course of their university studies by engaging with contemporary ideas that have been challenging the exclusive ways in which cultures and societies have been understood since the advent of modernity. With a focus on the experiences of peripheral and semi-peripheral societies in the Portuguese-speaking world, students will assess key contemporary changes in terms of the organisation of culture, attitudes towards the environment, economy, as well as diversity in terms of gender, sexuality, race, religion and abilities that have been changing the world. Through the further study of key theoretical formulations in fields such as decolonial studies, postcolonial studies, cultural studies, comparative literature, ecocriticism, gender studies, critical race theory and disability studies, students will be able to critically analyse the impact and the transformative potential of critical thinking and culture in the 21st century.
All primary and secondary sources, as well as lecture slides and classes are in English.
[bookmark: _Toc244786740][bookmark: _Toc244787456]Portuguese Core VI – Language and Contexts & VII – Language and Contexts (33725 / 33728)
	Module codes
	33725 / 33728

	Subject area
	Portuguese Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	The assessment for modules 33725 and 33728 is linked.
500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (50%)
10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
2-hour exam (50%)
10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



Additional information
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Portuguese and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Portuguese listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Portuguese (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week each semester.
Description
LH Portuguese Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Portuguese language, with specific reference to key debates in the Portuguese-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Portuguese.
LH Portuguese Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Portuguese and Lusophone studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Portuguese language, with specific reference to key debates in the Portuguese-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Portuguese in guided writing exercises.
[bookmark: _Toc244786741]

[bookmark: _Toc244787457]Business Russian (37847)
	Module code
	37847

	Subject area
	Russian Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Olga Kenton

	Assessment
	1 x 20-minute oral presentation in Russian ‘Your Company’s Business Portfolio’ supported with Power Point slides in Russian (max 600 words) (100%), including Q&A at the end of the presentation.
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: If live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is available to Incoming Exchange Students with the required level of Russian (must spend one semester or a year in Russia).
Description
Intended for advanced learners of Russian who would like an introduction to business language and to learn the skills of business dialogue in Russian. It will be especially useful for people who plan commercial activity in Russia. It will give knowledge of the mechanics of Russian reading and listening skills conversation and enabling foreigners to communicate verbally within the framework of their business dealings with Russia. Students will improve their negotiating and linguistic skills having the opportunity to use them in role plays. The thematic range is quite wide including a lexicon from different areas of business life, giving students useful business information and providing a solid grounding in business etiquette. Though the course does not contain detailed information on grammar, grammatical explanations are given where appropriate (particularly for complex or unusual situations). The module will help students to advance their knowledge of Russian business culture and language.
[bookmark: _Toc244786742][bookmark: _Toc244787458]Russian Core VI – Language and Contexts & VII – Language and Contexts (33730 / 33738)
	Module codes
	33730 / 33738

	Subject area
	Russian Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 and 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	The assessment for modules 33730 and 33738 is linked.
500 word coursework written exercise in Russian (30%) [normally in Semester 1]
2-hour exam (40%) [normally in Semester 2]
15 min ‘live’ oral (30%) [normally in Semester 2]
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 1 only):
500-word coursework written exercise in Portuguese (50%)
10 minute ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative Assessment for single-semester Exchange students (Semester 2 only):
2-hour exam (50%)
10 min ‘live’ oral (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Proctored exams will be converted to take home papers and if live oral assessments are planned, then the alternative will either be recorded presentations or conducted online



Additional information
LH Russian Core VI & LH Russian Core VII are co-requisites and both modules must be taken.
This module is only available to Exchange students who have the required level of Russian and you will only be registered for the module once the Module Tutor has assessed your language level (this will be when you have arrived in Birmingham).
Students who have Russian listed as a compulsory module on their learning agreements will be given priority, however, places are extremely limited for all students and cannot be guaranteed.
Students are not permitted to study this module together with LfA Russian (any level).
Students are expected to attend all classes: 3 hours per week in Semester 1 and Semester 2.
Description
LH Russian Core VI (Sem 1)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to build on the subject expertise acquired in previous core modules and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Russian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Russian-speaking world. The module will build on knowledge acquired in previous modules to prepare students for expressing ideas in sophisticated written and spoken Russian.
LH Russian Core VII (Sem 2)
This module presents a fusion of linguistic and analytical competencies to allow students to develop advanced depth and breadth of subject expertise within Russian studies and explain the significance and relevance of that knowledge. Through the interrelation of comprehension, speaking, and writing, students on the module will develop their understanding and expertise in the Russian language, with specific reference to key debates in the Russian-speaking world. The module will build on students’ previous work and and prepare them for debating topics with oral examiners and working into and out of Russian in guided writing exercises.
[bookmark: _Toc244786743]

[bookmark: _Toc244787459]Imagining the Truth: Latin American Culture in a Post-truth World (34900)
	Module code
	34900

	Subject area
	Spanish Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Convenor
	Antonio M. Sánchez

	Assessment
	A Wikipedia style article written in English, 2000 words (50%)
A 10 minute video presentation in Spanish (50%)
Alternative assessment if on campus activity is restricted: Live oral assessments will either be recorded presentations or conducted online.



Additional information
This module is available to Exchange students with the appropriate knowledge of Spanish.
Description
The question of truth has always been a hotly debated one, but it seems to be more at issue than ever in recent years. The emergence of qualifiers attached to the concept of truth (post-truth in particular was declared 2016 word of the year by Oxford Dictionaries) and phrases such as ‘fake news’ or ‘alternative facts’ may indicate that the notion of truth is indeed changing.
This module explores the consequences for learning, teaching and scholarship in the Humanities of this shift that involves a diminished importance of investigation and fact-checking (i.e. re-search). If truth and facts, and the way of attaining them, no longer seem to make significant difference to the way people think or act, it is a legitimate enquiry to explore the purpose of learning, teaching and research in this context.
This module will explore these issues by studying a series of texts from Hispanic culture that deal with historical investigation, witnessing, testimony, etc. As they are concerned with issues of great importance to ordinary people (e.g. state violence, human rights, cultural identity, etc), they will be studied in relation to the controversies and debates they have sparked. The meaning and purpose of studying them will also be a key element of the approach to them.
[bookmark: _Toc244786744][bookmark: _Toc244787460]Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (Sem 1) & 2) (27567 / 30354)
	Module codes
	27567 / 30354

	Subject area
	Spanish Studies

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	1 & 2

	Credits
	10 + 10

	Assessment
	27567 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (sem 1)
Coursework (100%) including producing translations into English and Spanish accompanied by summaries, and annotations (1,000 words).
30354 LH Advanced Spanish Translation for Erasmus Students (Semester 2)
Coursework (100%) including producing translations into English and Spanish accompanied by summaries, and annotations (1,000 words)



Additional information
Erasmus and exchange students who are native speakers of Spanish only,
Exchange students who are here for a full year, must take both 10-credit modules.
Description
These courses will cover the advanced analysis and translation of different text types and functions in Spanish, focusing in particular on levels of language, register and stylistics. Students will be shown how to analyse the features of a variety of texts, and will translate selected examples of these texts from English to Spanish and Spanish to English. The classes will also address different techniques and approaches to translation.
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